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Tarpon, snook smackmg thelr hps

Rain from Tropical Storm Barry sparks the
snook and tarpon spillway and river bite

By Bill Sargent
Space Coast

When Tropical Storm
Barry dumped more than
seven inches of rain on the
south end of Brevard County
on June 1 and 2, you could
almost hear the tarpon and
snook smacking their lips.

Following weeks of drought
they knew what was coming
with all that new runoff flow-
ing down creeks like the Eau
Gallie River and Crane Creek
in Melbourne, Turkey Creek
in Palm Bay and the Sebastian
River at the Brevard- Indian
River county

ers, small bluegill nnd grass
khrlmp are .ununb the Ilmnch

King for davs

; Ihml_\ du:nmh pick up
after a storm like that and
we'll see the same during the
summer rains,” said Gary
Giles, a guide from Palm Bay
who prefers to track the tar-
pon that range up the fresh-
water creeks during the sum-
mer months.

“The fish are going after
the bait being pulled by the
runoff .1.-d thevre also look-
ing for the cooler w
comes with the r\lnnIT

T'he strong easterly wind
responsible for raising water
levels some 18 inches in the
Indian and ana rivers also
was responsible for pushing
schools of finger mullet inside
the creeks.

That, in turn, captured the
interest of the backwater
snook and tarpon

Melbourne Harbor, an
anchorage for large boats at
the'mouth of Crane Creek
near the old downtown sec-

f Melbourne, had been

1t

simply mmpomukd when the
runutl Jdiit\\l .‘lnuthﬂ T.lctur

the Indian River.

“There are 60-pounders in
there,

They'll range between 20
and 60 pounds.” said Giles
who waits to fish the tarpon
f 2 boat until about 10 or
wund lighted docks
€ads near a particu-
* popular watering hole
area patrons,

I go when they're drunk
and gone," Giles laughed

Giles, who calls his guide
service Backcast Flyfishing
because of his fly fishing spe
cialty, hooks his share of tar-
pon on 2-inch black Clouser
minnows tied on a No. 1
Mustad tarpon hook. He
attaches medium-size barbell
eves for weight.

Its a flv I tie myself and
I've found that the black

works best because the tarpon
like to key on thase little
(Gambusia) minnows which
are black.

When it's slow on the fly,
I'll switch 1o a 4-inch DOA
CAL and I've found that the
darker colors work better with
those baits as well”

It must be made clear that
boats are necessary in the
Melbourne Harbor area
because all the docks and cat-
walks are private.

Mike Badarack, a Satellite
Beach guide who operates
Controversy Sportfishing
(_.LJ;‘L—‘—Q sily | <

Crane Creek he concentrates
.lrllur upstream, west uflhc

1e L'S, 1 Bridge.

“T've ha-n \!umi, better by
freelining live mullet and you
can fish these tarpon all
night,” Badarack said. “Look
for dropoffs along the edges of
bars and flats where the water
drops to 4 or 5 feet. There are
times when the tarpon are
stacked in those hole

ate on
ununk to 22 and 24

inches along the vegetated
shorelines of the creek.

He recommends an
Everglades Minnow pattern.

“It’s a morning bite for
these small snook. I've really
done nothing with them in
the evenings,” Badarack said.

For snook, Giles goes to
Turkey Creek, which is 3
miles to the south and another
creck that flows from the west
into the Indian River. It is fed
by the Meibourne-Tillman
Canal which drains a north
section of Palm Bav.

L Ine GOCKs I \r-l"hnt
lhe creek that you can't stop,”
Giles said. "I use 40-pound
ﬂunrmdrlmn lu-tldt.'r and I

\'Ilmh of the time he uses
the black 2-inch Clouser
Minnow, but there are times
when he'll switch to a larger 4
1/2-inch white and chartreuse
polar fiber fly with a lot of
Krystal Flash.

“I'll put 10 pieces of Krystal
Flash on one fly and | let it
e x.rnd inches beyond the
body of the fly. It gives the fly
that live look and it'll take tar-
pon or snook,” Giles said.

The Sebastian River is
much larger in size, and it has
two freshwater forks coming
from the backcountry. There
are dozens of private docks to
pick from.

Sebastian River holds mass-
es of mullet, including the
large 8- to 10-inch mullet
used by the handful of regu-

lars that go for the heavy-
weight brood snook that stage
around the mouth of the river
in the spring.

A few of those bigger snook
are still possible. A boat is
necessary and the best bite
usually occurs at first light.
Some of that action is contin-
uing because of the recent
mild temperatures.

The Eau Gallie River often
is overlooked as a quality spot
for snook and small tarpon. A
boat is recommended here as
well l‘!“c.lusc lh!,‘ only <hc-re

An excellent ramp is avail-
.Il!ll. at Ihc p'ﬂ'k w] hl(h isa

Read more of Bill Sargent’s
work at www.floridatoday.com.

RIGHT: Guide Mike Badarack
shows one of the larger tar-
pan coming from the Mel-
bourne area along the Indian
River. This fish hit a freelined
mullet. FF Weekly Photo
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